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March 9: According to a statement by relatives of political prisoners, 26 of the country's 48 remaining
political prisoners commenced a hunger strike March 8 to demand their immediate release.
The occasion marked the fifth such strike during President Patricio Aylwin's two years in office.
The statement also called on Chileans to participate in a protest march scheduled for March 11.
Demonstration sponsors included human rights and political prisoner solidarity organizations
under the Popular Front umbrella group. Over 300 prisoners incarcerated during the Pinochet
regime for political reasons have been released through legal reforms or presidential pardons.
The 48 remaining prisoners 42 men and six women were never sentenced. Following the previous
hunger strike, the congress approved special legislation mandating appointment of special judges to
hear the cases of political prisoners. Three months later, the judges have yet to be appointed. March
13: A Los Angeles-based human rights and constitutional law center petitioned the Inter-American
Human Rights Commission for a ruling on the release of the 48 Chilean prisoners. The Commission
is a branch of the Organization of American States (OAS). Rulings by the Commission carry the
force of law in Chile. The Chilean government ratified the American Human Rights Convention in
1990. March 14: Relatives of the 48 inmates occupied the prison in Santiago where they are being
held. [Sources: Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, La Epoca (Chile), El Mercurio
(Chile), 03/09/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 03/16/92]
-- End --
